Friends of Merrymeeting Bay

P.O. Box 233   Richmond, Maine   04357

Attention: Calendar and Feature Editors

2007-2008 FOMB Speaker Series

PRESS RELEASE 12/06/07


 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: John Eder- 871-0317 

Subject:
America’s Answer to Energy Independence: Endless War for Oil
Speaker:    
Bruce Gagnon, Coordinator, Global Network against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space  
When:

Wednesday, December 12th at 7:00 p.m. 
Where:
Curtis Memorial Library, Brunswick
Join Friends of Merrymeeting Bay (FOMB) on Wednesday, December 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the Curtis Memorial Library, Brunswick for the third presentation of their 2007/2008 Winter Speaker Series. The presentation, ‘America’s Answer to Energy Independence: Endless War for Oil’ will feature space and peace activist, Bruce Gagnon, Coordinator of Global Network against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space.

Ask anyone on the street why we are fighting in the Mideast and the answer is likely not to be anything about democracy or social inequality, but oil. What are the true costs of this venture? There are the obvious costs of course: lives on both sides, environmental disasters, psychological trauma, loss of allies, recruiting of terrorists but how many think of the long-term costs or the costs several steps removed-the programs not funded: mental health care for children, education, interest on our national debt, land conservation, job training and nutrition. And how many of us know the cost to our particular town? According to the web site www.nationalpriorities.org where you can calculate war costs by town, the cost to Brunswick at time if writing was $23,016,620 thus far. Imagine more positive ways that sum could have been spent in your community. What if it had been invested in efforts to create energy independence for Brunswick? Imagine that…
Bruce Gagnon has made the trip from Nixon Young Republican member to preeminent peace and social activist. Gagnon’s work does not yet draw the attention it warrants. Television’s 60 Minutes did tune in to his Cancel Cassini Campaign against the 1997 launch plutonium into space. But Project Censored (based at Sonoma State University in California) found articles by Gagnon to be among the most censored stories of 1999 and 2005. Remembering that his own shift in consciousness began with a handful of Vietnam War protestors who stood outside the Air Force base in California where he was stationed, Bruce Gagnon perseveres—and finds new ways to enlist others’ concern.

The FOMB Speaker Series takes place monthly from October-May. The January presentation, ‘End of Compromise: Martin Luther King Jr. and the Future of Activism’ features artist and author Rob Shetterly. This event will take place 7pm. Wednesday January 9th at the Bowdoin College Cram Alumni House, 83 Federal St., Brunswick.  This event will take place following FOMB’s Annual Meeting at 6:00 and Potluck supper at 5:30. All three evening events are free and open to the public. The series, which is free and open to the public, is sponsored by Friends of Merrymeeting Bay with support and valuable door prizes from Patagonia Outlet in Freeport. 
To receive more information on FOMB’s programs call John Eder, Executive Coordinator, Friends of Merrymeeting Bay, at 871-0317 or fomb@gwi.net. Full speaker schedule and biographies are available on the web at www.friendsofmerrymeetingbay.org.
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