Friends of Merrymeeting Bay

P.O. Box 233   Richmond, Maine   04357

Attention: Calendar and Feature Editors

2007-2008 FOMB Speaker Series

PRESS RELEASE 01/03/08


 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: John Eder- 871-0317 

Subject:
End of Compromise: Martin Luther King Jr. & the Future of Activism
Speaker:    
Rob Shetterly, Artist & Author  
When:

Wednesday, January 9th at 7:00 p.m. 
Where:
Bowdoin’s Cram Alumni House, 83 Federal St., Brunswick
Join Friends of Merrymeeting Bay (FOMB) on Wednesday, January 9th 7:00 p.m. in the Bowdoin College Cram Alumni House at 83 Federal St. [parking off Old Bath Rd.] in Brunswick for the fourth presentation of their 2007/2008 Winter Speaker Series. The presentation, ‘End of Compromise: Martin Luther King Jr. and the Future of Activism’ will feature artist and author, Rob Shetterly. FOMB’s annual potluck supper will begin at 6 p.m. and will be followed by a brief Annual Meeting/ year-end report and election, before the featured presentation. The public is welcome to attend both supper and meeting.
Are we compromising away the truths we once held self evident? Are we too afraid to stand up for what we believe or just dulled like a slow cooking lobster? Is it just out of fashion to be an activist or perhaps a forgotten art? Twenty years ago, America was in the streets over civil rights and a war in Southeast Asia, today a crowd of 350,000 anti-war demonstrators in Washington get ignored by the media while the entertainers present are written up in the style section of the NY Times. In Maine we can’t codify the give-a-ways of our rivers and forests to corporate interests fast enough. For many, times are topsy turvey. Is the rise of corporate personhood in part to blame? Thomas Jefferson noted that there probably needed to be some blood shed every twenty years or so to keep democracy fresh. Martin Luther King was a giant among activists, refuting the call to arms that many of his contemporaries espoused. He proved to the world that his path to change was also legitimate. Join Rob Shetterly using King and his brand of activism as a staring point from which to evaluate where we are now, what is needed and where we might be headed. Shetterly will bring his focus to bear on some of the important environmental issues of our time both local and global because without a world to live in, our future is moot.
Shetterly was born in 1946 in Cincinnati, Ohio. He graduated in 1969 from Harvard College with a degree in English Literature. At Harvard he took a couple of courses in drawing which changed the direction of his creative life --- from the written word to the image. At this time, he was very active in Civil Rights and in the Anti-Vietnam War movement. His paintings & prints are in collections all over the U.S. and Europe. A collection of his drawings & etchings, Speaking Fire at Stones, was published in 1993. He is well know for his series of 70 painted etchings based on William Blake's Proverbs of Hell, and for another series of 50 painted etchings reflecting on the metaphor of the Annunciation. His painting tends toward the narrative and the surreal, and he has not been, until his recent series Americans Who Tell the Truth, a portrait painter.

The FOMB Speaker Series takes place from October-May on the second Wednesday of the month. The February presentation, ‘Environment: Advocacy Through the Arts’ features artist Jamie Silvestri, Program Director of the ArtVan. This event will take place 7pm. Wednesday February 13th at the Curtis Memorial Library, Brunswick.  The series, which is free and open to the public, is sponsored by Friends of Merrymeeting Bay with support and valuable door prizes from Patagonia Outlet in Freeport. 
To receive more information on FOMB’s programs call John Eder, Executive Coordinator, Friends of Merrymeeting Bay, at 871-0317 or fomb@gwi.net. Full speaker schedule and biographies are available on the web at www.friendsofmerrymeetingbay.org.
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