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 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: John Eder- 871-0317 

Subject:
Tidal Mills of Midcoast Maine
Speaker:    
Bud Warren, Historian  
When:

Wednesday, November 14th at 7:00 p.m. 
Where:
Bridge Academy, Dresden
Join Friends of Merrymeeting Bay (FOMB) on Wednesday, November 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the Bridge Academy/Dresden Public Library, Rte. 127 in Dresden for the second presentation of their 2007/2008 Winter Speaker Series. The presentation, ‘Tidal Mills of Midcoast Maine’ will feature local historian Bud Warren.
They’ve been silent now for more than half a century, but once the sound of grinding millstones and the rasp of saws told how our ancestors made use of the waters along the edges of the Coast of Maine and well up its tidal rivers. The region’s first settlers took advantage of the topography of this area.  They dammed coves and set water wheels to harness the power of the flowing waters.  More than 150 Maine tide mill sites have been identified. These mills produced materials for export as well as for local use. The lives of hundreds of people centered on the mills. And the dams impacted the environment.  Today there is a growing interest in capturing the power of tides to create energy.  But there are also  adverse environmental effects to be considered. The focus of this presentation is the history of tide mills in our area, the way they worked and possibilities for renewed use of that technology.
      

Bud Warren, a native of the coast, knows Maine well. For nearly forty years he’s led heritage tours of the area for Smithsonian Associates, the National Trust for Historic Preservation, Elderhostel and other significant groups.  He’s studied, written and lectured about the region’s maritime history, its geography, its environment and culture.  He works by poking behind the scenes to understand Maine’s people and their way of life and then finding ways to share that appreciation with visitors.
The FOMB Speaker Series takes place monthly from October-May. The December presentation, ‘America’s Answer to Energy Independence: Endless War for Oil’ features Bruce Gagnon, Director of Global Network This event will take place 7pm. Wednesday December 12th in the Curtis Memorial Library in Brunswick.  The series, which is free and open to the public, is sponsored by Friends of Merrymeeting Bay with support and valuable door prizes from Patagonia Outlet in Freeport.  

To receive more information on FOMB’s programs call John Eder, Executive Coordinator, Friends of Merrymeeting Bay, at 871-0317 or fomb@gwi.net. Full speaker schedule and biographies are available on the web at www.friendsofmerrymeetingbay.org.
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