Friends of Merrymeeting Bay

P.O. Box 233   Richmond, Maine   04357

Attention: Calendar and Feature Editors

2004-2005 FOMB Speaker Series

PRESS RELEASE 4/04/05


 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Sarah Wolpow: 721-0941 

Subject:
‘Water Grab! Our Groundwater & Its Privatization’
Speaker:    
 Pat Seaward, Maine DEP & Ruth Caplan, Alliance for Democracy
When:

Thursday, April 7th at 7:00p.m. 
Where:
Bowdoin College Visual Arts Center, Beam Classroom, Brunswick

Join Friends of Merrymeeting Bay (FOMB) for their April presentation; ‘Water Grab! Our Groundwater & Its Privatization’ featuring Pat Seaward of the DEP & Ruth Caplan of the Alliance for Democracy will take place in the Beam Classroom of the Visual Arts Center at Bowdoin College in Brunswick at 7pm on Thursday April 7th.

Drinking water is a tremendously scarce resource. While there are an estimated 326 million cubic miles of water in the world about 97.2 % is ocean and 2.15% of the remainder is frozen in icecaps & glaciers. Of the .65% remaining, a bit more than half is groundwater and the rest in lakes and rivers. Water everywhere and only a few drops to drink. How does our groundwater get replenished and how quickly does it happen? How prone is it to contamination, and with what? Can we prevent pollution of our groundwater and can we repair damage already done? Pat Seaward is a geologist with the DEP’s Division of Technical Services who works on these issues full time and will discuss and demonstrate them during the evening.

Having had the technical stage somewhat set by Seaward, Ruth Caplan, National Campaign Coordinator for the Alliance of Democracy will explore and expose how something we often think of as a common resource is becoming increasingly the victim of privatization and corporatization. Water takings, price gouging, contamination, draw-downs, marketing schemes, and unfair trade agreements are becoming more and more prevalent as the battle rises to a fevered pitch over that .65%. Caplan will take us inside the bottle where the likes of Nestle, PepsiCo, Coca-Cola and Danone would like to control what many consider to be a resource in the public trust.

 The FOMB Speaker Series takes place monthly from October-May. The final presentation of this season ‘The Farm to Art Connection: Fiberarts around the Bay’ featuring Christine Macchi of Maine Fiberarts will take place at the Bridge Academy in Dresden at 7pm on Thursday May 5th. The FOMB “Outside” series of walks and paddles will begin in June.
The Speaker Series, which is free and open to the public, is sponsored by Friends of Merrymeeting Bay with help from the Bowdoin College Environmental Studies Program. Valuable door prizes are donated by Patagonia. Additional help is provided from the Brunswick Topsham Land Trust, The Nature Conservancy, and the Maine Island Trail Association.

To receive more information on FOMB’s programs call Sarah Wolpow, Executive Coordinator, Friends of Merrymeeting Bay, at 721-0941 or fomb@gwi.net.
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