Friends of Merrymeeting Bay

P.O. Box 233   Richmond, Maine   04357

Attention: Calendar and Feature Editors

2006-2007 FOMB Speaker Series

PRESS RELEASE 1/3/07


 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Sarah Wolpow: 721-0941 

Subject:
Rivers to the Sea:Forage & Feeding in the Gulf of Maine
Speaker:    
Ted Ames, Vice-Chair, Penobscot East Resource Center  
When:

Wednesday, January 10th at 7:00 p.m. 
Where:
Cram Alumni House, Bowdoin College, Brunswick
Join Friends of Merrymeeting Bay (FOMB) on Wednesday, January 10 at 7:00 p.m. at the Bowdoin College Cram Alumni House, 83 Federal St., in Brunswick for the fourth presentation of their 2006/2007 Winter Speaker Series. The presentation, ‘Rivers to the Sea: Forage & Feeding in the Gulf of Maine’ features Ted Ames, lobsterman, scientist, MacArthur Foundation “Genius” Award recipient and Vice-Chair of the Penobscot East Resource Center in Stonington. This event will take place following FOMB’s Annual Meeting at 6:15 and Potluck supper at 5:30. All three evening events are free and open to the public.
Too often we treat ourselves and the species around us as if we are not interconnected, though often we may know not how. What happens when we decimate a sea urchin, American eel, or alewive fishery? How does this trickle down or up the food chain? Merrymeeting Bay is the only body of water in the northeast providing spawning or nursery habitat to all of the diadromous fish species living in the Gulf of Maine. What happens in the Gulf when introduced carp influence turbidity and photosynthesis in the Bay? What happens when hydro-electric dams block 90% of American eel habitat?
Connections are an area that Ames has and continues to explore. In 2205, the MacArthur Foundation recognized his innovative work with one of their $500,000 fellowship awards-no strings attached. Bringing together the roles of fisherman and applied scientist has been a natural evolution for Ames. Growing up on Vinalhaven, Ames has always fished commercially for lobsters and groundfish. Income from fishing, along with a GI loan, helped to pay his way through the University of Maine. In 1971, he completed his master’s degree in biochemistry, with a specialty in tissue culture. Ames is credited with “fusing the roles of fisherman and applied scientist to respond to increasing threats to the fishery ecosystem,” according to the MacArthur foundation’s press release. 

Citing his detailed studies of cod spawning and fishing patterns, Ames’ work “paints a scientifically compelling picture of the complexity of the fish population structure in the Gulf (of Maine) and identifies new strategies for individual and institutional marine management in the region,” said the foundation. His “trademark approach” according to the foundation is a utilizing a blend of local knowledge with rigorous methodologies acceptable to the scientific community

The FOMB Speaker Series takes place monthly from October-May. The February presentation, ‘Native Americans of the Merrymeeting Bay Region’ will feature Kerry Hardy, Executive Director of the Merryspring Nature Center in Rockport. This event will take place 7pm. Wednesday February 14th at the Maine Maritime Museum in Bath. All programs are free and open to the public. The series is sponsored by Friends of Merrymeeting Bay with help from the Bowdoin College Environmental Studies Program. Valuable door prizes are donated by Patagonia.  Additional help is provided from the Maine Chapter of The Nature Conservancy. 
To receive more information on FOMB’s programs call Sarah Wolpow, Executive Coordinator, Friends of Merrymeeting Bay, at 721-0941 or fomb@gwi.net. Full speaker schedule and biographies are available on the web at www.friendsofmerrymeetingbay.org. Photo attached.
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