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P.O. Box 233   Richmond, Maine   04357

Attention: Calendar and Feature Editors

2007-2008 FOMB Speaker Series

PRESS RELEASE 04/02/08


 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Ed Friedman- 666-3372 

Subject:
Thwings Point Archaeology
Speaker:    
Lee Cranmer, Maine Historic Preservation Commission  
When:

Wednesday, April 9 at 7:00 p.m. 
Where:
Curtis Memorial Library, Brunswick
Join Friends of Merrymeeting Bay (FOMB) on Wednesday, April 9th, 7:00 p.m. at the Curtis Memorial Library in Brunswick for the seventh presentation of their 2007/2008 Winter Speaker Series. The presentation, ‘Thwings Point Archaeology’ will feature Maine Historic Preservation Commission archaeologist, Lee Cranmer. 
Thwings Pt., jutting into the Kennebec from Woolwich and across the river from Abbagadassett Pt. in Bowdoinham about one mile south, was the site of the first early settler’s government in the Merrymeeting Bay area. Local citizens met here at the home and trading post of Thomas Ashley in 1654 to establish governing law for the area.  It was also home to a couple of large ice houses in the late 1800s  and ice workers bunked in the yellow farm just to the north. An effort to protect the bulk of this property was begun by FOMB several years ago and completed in 2006 with help from The Nature Conservancy and Maine Wetland Protection Coalition with partial funding from the Land for Maine’s Future program. During the summer of 2007, Maine Historic Preservation Commission and FOMB conducted a Phase One archaeology survey of the property.
Leon (Lee) Cranmer is staff historical archaeologist with the Maine Historic Preservation Commission. Cranmer has been conducting archaeology for the state for the past 19 years, and prior to that, spent two seasons in England doing archaeology. He has written one book and numerous articles on Maine historical archaeology and is currently working on another book on the French and Indian War period Fort Halifax in Winslow, Maine.
The FOMB Speaker Series takes place from October-May on the second Wednesday of the month. The May presentation, ‘Waste & Toxins in Our Community’ features Hillary Lister of Maine IndyMedia. This event will take place 7pm. Wednesday May 14th at the Curtis Memorial Library in Brunswick.  The series, which is free and open to the public, is sponsored by Friends of Merrymeeting Bay with support and valuable door prizes from Patagonia Outlet in Freeport. 
To receive more information on FOMB’s programs call Ed Friedman, Friends of Merrymeeting Bay, at 666-3372 or edfomb@gwi.net. Full speaker schedule and biographies are available on the web at www.friendsofmerrymeetingbay.org.
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