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Coronavirus inMaine daily update
Maine CDC statistics

Cases Recovered Deaths5,816 5,052 143

Barrett keeps Dems
at bay during hearing
Nominee says she’ll be her own judge on court

BY MARK SHERMAN, LISA MASCARO
AND LAURIE KELLMAN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Over and over, Amy
Coney Barrett said she’d be her own judge
if confirmed to the Supreme Court. But
she was careful in two long days of Senate
testimony not to take on the president
who nominated her, and she sought to cre-
ate distance between herself and past posi-
tions, writings on controversial subjects
and even her late mentor.

Barrett’s confirmation to the Supreme
Court to take the seat of the late Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg seems inevitable, as
even some Senate Democrats acknowl-

edged in Senate hearings on Tuesday and
Wednesday. The shift would cement a 6-3
conservative majority on the court and
would be the most pronounced ideological
change in 30 years, from the liberal icon to
the conservative appeals court judge.

The 48-year-old judge skipped past Dem-
ocrats’ pressing questions about ensuring
the date of next month’s election or pre-
venting voter intimidation, both set in
federal law, and the peaceful transfer of
presidential power. She also refused to
express her view on whether the presi-
dent can pardon himself. “It’s not one that
I can offer a view,” she said in response to
a question Wednesday from Sen. Pat

BY CAITLIN ANDREWS
BDN STAFF

RUMFORD — In his 83
years, Francis Jannace has
seen major economic and
political changes in his
hometown. Businesses
have come and gone along
Congress Street, a down-
town artery near the paper
mill on a rugged portion of
the Androscoggin River.

That mill helped Rum-
ford grow to more than
10,000 people in the middle
of the last century. The Ox-
ford County hub now has
less than 6,000 today. In
1980, the mill employed
about 1,200 union workers.
It hums now with about
half, but it is still so inter-
twined with the town that a
September coronavirus
outbreak there led busi-
nesses and schools to brief-
ly shut down.

That history informs the
compelling politics of Rum-
ford. The historic Demo-
cratic stronghold is one of
52 Maine cities and towns
to vote for Republican
President Donald Trump in
2016 only to flip two years
later to help Democratic
U.S. Rep. Jared Golden win
a narrow race in Maine’s
2nd Congressional District.

Rumford and towns like
it will be crucial to wheth-
er Trump can again carry
the one elector from the
district. He won it by 10
percentage points in 2016,
but polls this year have
him lagging former Vice
President Joe Biden na-
tionally with the two tied
in the 2nd District. It is the
closest of any race for an
elector in the nation, ac-
cording to a model from
Decision Desk HQ.

Jannace did not vote for
Trump in 2016, though he
appreciated his handling of
the trade war with China.
The president won while
railing against trade agree-
ments reviled in Rumford
and other historic manu-
facturing centers. But Jan-
nace said Trump’s leader-
ship “gradually fell apart.”

“He promised a change,”
he said. “He looked like he
could turn things around,
but it didn’t work out.”

Golden outran his par-
ty’s 2016 presidential nomi-
nee all across the 2nd Dis-
trict, but he did best in
Rumford and other west-
ern areas of Maine, in his
home area of Lewiston and
Auburn and the St. John
Valley. All of those are his-
toric Democratic strong-
holds where Republicans
including former Gov. Paul
LePage did well in recent

ANNA MONEYMAKER | THE NEW YORK TIMES VIA AP POOL

Supreme Court nominee Amy Coney Barrett speaks
during a confirmation hearing Wednesday before the
Senate Judiciary Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington.

Maineviruscasesontherise
BY CHARLES EICHACKER
BDN STAFF

Coronavirus cases have been
steadily rebounding in Maine
over the last two months, even
as the state enters the next

phase of its economic reopening and
loosened travel restrictions have
made it easier for visitors to come
here from around the Northeast.

Though case numbers continue to
be lower in Maine than in most of
the rest of the country, new and ac-
tive cases of the virus have been
climbing since mid-August — as
they have been across much of the
Northeast, which had kept the virus
under relative control during the
summer.

The state’s seven-day average of
new daily COVID-19 cases more than
doubled from 15 in mid-August — its
lowest point since the start of the
pandemic — to around 35 in recent
days. However, that rolling average
of new daily cases still hasn’t ap-

proached the high point of 52 that it
hit in late May.

At the same time, new outbreaks
have been emerging in less populat-
ed areas of the state’s interior that
saw few cases earlier. While Cum-
berland, York and Androscoggin
counties have accounted for the bulk
of Maine’s cases throughout the pan-
demic, new and active cases have re-
cently been rising in more rural
Somerset and Kennebec counties.

Since the start of October, Somer-
set County, home to 3.8 percent of
Maine’s population, has accounted
for 10.6 percent of the state’s new
cases, while Kennebec County, home
to 9.1 percent of Maine residents,
has been responsible for 13.5 percent
of new cases.

Dr. Peter Millard, a former epide-
miology staffer at the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
and an adjunct professor with the
University of New England, thinks
the steady rise in cases across Maine
was “pretty predictable” after an

Aug. 7 wedding in the Millinocket
area sparked the state’s largest
COVID-19 outbreak and contributed
to at least two secondary outbreaks,
including one that infected 87 people
connected to the York County Jail.

While Millard credited the admin-
istration of Gov. Janet Mills with
“trying to thread the needle and not
be overly restrictive” as it loosens
business restrictions, he also
warned that a continued uptick in
new cases may be “inevitable” as the
economy keeps reopening.

In addition to a steady number of
outbreaks, Nirav Shah, director of
the Maine Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, sees two other
reasons for the steady rise in cases
since mid-August. One of them is the
state’s ramped up ability to test for
the virus, which has allowed it to de-
tect the virus more easily as schools
have resumed classes for the fall and
people have started spending more
time indoors.

Expertssay increase‘inevitable’withmorereopening, timespent inside

TROY R. BENNETT | BDN

A pedestrian walks by the Holy Donut’s Exchange Street location in Portland’s Old Port on Wednesday. The location
will close for good next week. Story on Page B2.

Groups
seek to
protect
Atlantic
salmon
Endangered status
sought for species

BY JOHN HOLYOKE
BDN STAFF

After being rebuffed by
the Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wild-
life and the Maine Depart-
ment of Marine Resources,
a group of conservation
groups and individuals is
remaining steadfast in its
effort to have the state con-
duct an investigation into
whether Atlantic salmon
deserve inclusion on the
Maine list of endangered
species.

In June, that group of 10
groups and six individuals
wrote to the DIF&W seek-
ing an investigation. How-
ever, a month later in July,
DIF&W commissioner Judy
Camuso and marine re-
sources commissioner Pat-
rick Keliher replied saying
they didn’t think state list-
ing was needed, citing ongo-
ing federal Endangered Spe-
cies Act protection for the
species, and cooperation
between state, federal and
non-governmental organi-
zations on salmon conser-
vation efforts.

Atlantic salmon in most
Maine rivers have been
protected under the feder-
al Endangered Species Act
since 2000. Federal protec-
tion was expanded to all
Maine Rivers in 2009, with
the addition of the Penob-
scot, Androscoggin and
Kennebec rivers. Among
the results of the federal
listing: Fishing for Atlantic
salmon is not allowed on
any Maine river.

“A recommendation for
state listing of Atlantic
salmon by [Department of
Marine Resources] does
not offer any conservation
benefits beyond the exist-
ing protections already af-
forded by federal [Endan-
gered Species Act] and ex-
isting state regulations.
The listing does however
cause a workload issue that
does not justify the ends,
Absent any specific conser-
vation or fiscal benefits,
[Department of Marine Re-
sources] has and continues
to decline to list Atlantic
salmon,” the commission-
ers wrote in the letter.

On Aug. 28, the group

Calais hospital no longer needs watchdog, rules judge
BY CHARLES EICHACKER
BDN STAFF

A judge has dismissed a court-
appointed watchdog who was over-
seeing the patient care at Calais
Regional Hospital after state offi-
cials found the facility had made a
number of improvements since
last spring.

That ombudsman was appoint-
ed to monitor the hospital early in
April as part of its ongoing Chap-
ter 11 bankruptcy proceeding. The

court agreed to the appointment
after state health officials raised
alarm about the Down East hospi-
tal’s ability to handle the spread of
the coronavirus after an emergen-
cy room doctor was unable to intu-
bate a patient who was having
trouble breathing.

But at the beginning of October,
state officials proposed terminat-
ing the ombudsman, a health care
consultant based in Belfast, after
his reports showed patient care
was not declining and that the hos-

pital had made a number of im-
provements. Last week, U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Judge Michael Fagone
agreed to the termination.

In his initial report in June, om-
budsman Jeffrey Brown identified
several shortcomings in patient
care at Calais Regional Hospital,
including delays for those seeking
breast cancer screenings, billing
mistakes that were time-consum-
ing to fix and poor communication
between management and front-
line workers.

As Brown was putting together
that first report, the hospital
warned it might have to close by
the summer without outside fund-
ing and lay off 10 percent of its
workforce, due to steep revenue
shortfalls stemming from delaying
nonessential services during the
coronavirus pandemic.

The hospital has not confirmed
how many workers it laid off in
late April, and Brown did not spe-
cifically reference the layoffs in

See Barrett, Page A6

See 2nd District, Page A6

See Salmon, Page A2

See Virus, Page A7

See Hospital, Page A7

The towns
thatwill
decide a
tight race
inDist. 2
WhiteHouse hopefuls
seek towin lone elector



A2 Thursday, October 15, 2020, Bangor Daily News

Lottery
Daily numbers:
Day drawing
880 — 2876
Evening drawing
583 — 6913
Gimme 5:
3 24 26 29 39
Mega Millions:
11 44 45 46 70
Mega Ball: 25
Megaplier: 2
Est. jackpot:
$69 million

Correcting
the record
The Bangor Daily News
strives to be accurate
and fair. To report an
error, call 990-8175 or
800-432-7964.

Yesterday we asked
Have you experienced

side effects
from COVID-19?

— Based on 42*
responses online

Today’s question
Are you planning
to ski this winter?

Vote in our online
survey at

bangordailynews.com/
polls/

*This poll is not a scientific
survey and reflects only the opin-
ions of bangordailynews.com
readers who participate.

DailyPollresults

Yes, I experienced long-
term side effects. 24%

No, I recovered
quickly. 7%

No, I havenot had
COVID-19. 69%

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On Oct. 15, 1981, as re-
ported in the Bangor Daily
News, an official at Eastern
Maine Medical Center said
a steering committee would
be formed to look into the
establishment of Maine’s
first Ronald McDonald
House, which would assist
cancer-stricken children,
their families, and others
undergoing treatment at
the hospital. McDonald’s
restaurants in Maine said
they favored a home in
Bangor and would commit
“a minimum of $100,000” to
the project.

On this date:
In 1815, Napoleon

Bonaparte, the deposed Em-
peror of the French, arrived
on the British-ruled South
Atlantic island of St. Hele-
na, where he spent the last 5
1/2 years of his life in exile.

In 1917, Dutch exotic
dancer Mata Hari (Marga-
retha ZelleGeertruida Ma-
cLeod), 41, convicted by a
French military court of
spying for the Germans,
was executed by a firing
squad outside Paris. (Main-
taining her innocence to the
end, Mata Hari refused a
blindfold and blew a kiss to
her executioners.)

In 1940, Charles Chap-
lin’s first all-talking come-
dy, “The Great Dictator,” a
lampoon of Adolf Hitler,
opened in New York.

In 1945, the former pre-
mier of Vichy France,
Pierre Laval, was executed
for treason.

In 1946, Nazi war crimi-
nal Hermann Goering fatal-
ly poisoned himself hours
before he was to have been
executed.

Today in history

BDN AND THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

In 1954, Hurricane Hazel
made landfall on the Caro-
lina coast as a Category 4
storm; Hazel was blamed
for some 1,000 deaths in the
Caribbean, 95 in the U.S.
and 81 in Canada.

In 1966, President Lyndon
B. Johnson signed a bill cre-
ating the U.S. Department of
Transportation. The revolu-
tionary Black Panther Party
was founded by Huey New-
ton and Bobby Seale in Oak-
land, California.

In 1969, peace demonstra-
tors staged activities across
the country as part of a
“moratorium” against the
Vietnam War.

In 1976, in the first debate
of its kind between vice-
presidential nominees,
Democrat Walter F. Mon-
dale and Republican Bob
Dole faced off in Houston.

In 1991, despite sexual
harassment allegations by
Anita Hill, the Senate nar-
rowly confirmed the nomi-
nation of Clarence Thomas
to the U.S. Supreme Court,
52-48.

In 2001, Bethlehem Steel
Corp. filed for Chapter 11
bankruptcy.

In 2003, eleven people
were killed when a Staten
Island ferry slammed into a
maintenance pier. (The fer-
ry’s pilot, who’d blacked out
at the controls, later plead-
ed guilty to eleven counts of
manslaughter.)

In 2017, actress and activ-
ist Alyssa Milano tweeted
that women who had been
sexually harassed or as-
saulted should write “Me
too” as a status; within
hours, tens of thousands
had taken up the #MeToo
hashtag (using a phrase
that had been introduced 10
years earlier by social ac-
tivist Tarana Burke.)

Ten years ago: The
Obama administration re-
ported that the federal defi-
cit had hit a near-record
$1.3 trillion for the just-
completed budget year.
Workers hugged, cheered
and set off fireworks as a
huge drill broke through a
last stretch of rock deep in
the Swiss Alps for con-
struction of the 35.4-mile
Gotthard Base Tunnel; the
railway tunnel would go
into operation in 2016.

Maine court mulls
post-election counts
of absentee ballots
MAINE PUBLIC

The Maine Supreme Ju-
dicial Court is deciding
whether absentee ballots
received up to two days
after the election should be
counted.

The court heard argu-
ments from several groups
that seek an opinion.

Lawyers for the Alliance
for Retired Americans and
other groups said that
Maine has unique provi-
sions in its constitution
that ensure not only the
right to vote, but also the
safety of its citizens.

Zachary Heiden of the
American Civil Liberties
Union of Maine said that
the COVID-19 pandemic has
created a health risk for vot-
ers that warrants changing
the deadlines for receiving
and counting ballots.

“They’re not doing it for

the reason that people often
vote absentee through the
mail, which is conve-
nience,” Heiden said. “But
rather, they are doing it for
safety. They are doing it to
protect their health, the
health of their family, the
health of their community,”

Current law requires ab-
sentee ballots be returned
to the local clerk by 8 p.m.
on Election Day. But
Heiden said because of
mail delivery slowdowns at
the U.S. Postal Service, the
court should allow ballots
received two days after the
election to be counted.

The law court said it will
expedite its consideration
of the request, given the
election is less than three
weeks away.

This article appears
through a media partner-
ship with Maine Public.

responded to that rejection
with another letter, further
explaining why it thought
that state protection was
essential.

“The undersigned
groups and individuals be-
lieve Maine is not doing
enough to prevent the ex-
tinction of this iconic key-
stone species. Our goal is to
provide increased protec-
tions for Atlantic salmon to
facilitate their recovery.
While Atlantic salmon may
technically fall under [De-
partment of Marine
Resources]’s jurisdiction,
many of our concerns are
specific to [DIF&W], in-
cluding but not limited to
the lack of a species-specif-
ic management plan, inad-
equate protections for in-
dividuals in freshwater,
and ongoing stocking of
competing and nonnative
species in Atlantic salmon
watersheds,” the group
wrote.

The signatories seeking
an investigation that could
lead to inclusion on the
state endangered species
list: Native Fish Coalition
Maine Chapter, Downeast
Salmon Federation, Maine
Salmon Federation, Maine
Council of the Atlantic
Salmon Federation, Union
Salmon Association, Up-
stream Watch, Friends of
Merrymeeting Bay, Elliots-
ville Foundation and Ken-
nebec Reborn, former
DIF&W commissioner Ray
“Bucky” Owen, fisheries
scientists Edward Baum,
Matthew Scott, Edward
Baum, Joan Garner Trial,
Mark Whiting and journal-
ists Catherine Schmidt and
Topher Browne.

Although Atlantic salm-
on have been protected
under the federal Endan-
gered Species Act for the
last 20 years, the fish has
been absent from the Maine
state list.

Adding a state listing
would help address ongo-
ing threats to Atlantic
salmon that the federal list-
ing hasn’t dealt with, John
Burrows, the executive di-
rector of U.S. Programs for
the Atlantic Salmon Feder-
ation, said in June.

“While some improve-

ments have occurred, the
stocking and management
of non-native fish species
in Atlantic salmon critical
habitat remains a prob-
lem.” Burrows said. “In
addition, there are virtu-
ally no protections in place
for Atlantic salmon criti-
cal habitat. The federal
definition of critical habi-
tat includes only the wet-
ted area of a river and
stream and doesn’t include
the riparian zone [close to
the water] or adjacent up-
land areas.”

Salmon
Continued from Page A1

TALES TOLD
Peruse our blogs.
bangordailynews.com/maine-blogs
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